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OMEIAT WINS ITS CASE ON URDU FOR 3 YEARS

The writ petition filed by OMIEAT seeking exemption from
writing Tamil compulsory in SSLC exam came up for orders
before the Madras High Court on 23.09 2019. Their lordships
Mr. Justice Manikumar, Mr. Justice Abdul Qudoos and Mr.
Justice Subramania Prasad were pleased to grant exemption
for linguistic minority students from writing Tamil till 2022.

OMEIAT’S APPEAL NOW TO ALL
MANAGEMENTS OF SCHOOLS AND TO
TEACHERS OF ARABIC AND URDU

Our job is now to ensure that all high schools / higher
secondary schools teaching Arabic / Urdu under part-I,
Oriental Arabic high schools teaching Arabic as the main
language and all higher secondary schools which teach
Arabic under part-I continue to teach Arabic / Urdu with
greater importance now than before.

Along with Arabic / Urdu our schools must be teaching
Tamil effectively, more efficiently than before in all classes.
So that our students are better equipped to take the SSLC
exam.

Only such a strategy will help us in enlisting the
sympathy of all from within the court and outside for our
stand in favour of the both mother tongue and Tamil.

Futhermore, aided schools which get Government grant
for Arabic & Urdu teachers can also demand continuation
of grants if necessary with the help of lawyers.

All these are necessary to impress the people concerned
about our seriousness to defend our culture and character
with alround support.

Since 2016 exemption from writing Tamil in SSLC exam
has been received but only at the last minute that too for
one year every time.

This landmark judgement the Madras High Court gave
relief to students of linguistic minorities by granting them
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exemption from writing Tamil paper in their SSLC board exam till 2022, even though we
had ask for relief till 2024.

OMEIAT along with LIMFOT has been spearheading the legal campaign to achieve
the above and Alhamdulillah their sustained efforts have borne fruit. But according to the
judgement the linguistic minority students would also have to write the compulsory Tamil
paper from 2023.

WHAT AFTER 2022?
LEADERS AND OTHER ORGANISATIONS ALSO HAVE TO PLAY THEIR ROLE

In this moment of rejoicing, the nagging question of what next after 2022 for minority
language students assumes importance. Do they stop learning Urdu, Arabic and other
minority languages after 2022 or the struggle continues to safeguard our languages and
culture? It is for the parents, teachers and managements of schools to decide whether they
continue their struggle or succumb to the compulsory Tamil learning Act.

No law forbids us from learning our mother tongue. It is time we resolve to continue
to teach our language with or without the help of the Government. It’s time for PTA’s,
Managements of schools and Colleges to resolve to join hands and devise a plan and

provide the younger generation an environment to learn their mother tongue.

THIS JUDGEMENT IS WELCOME FOR THE TIME BEING, BUT LET IT NOT
MAKE US COMPLACENT.

FILL NON-TEACHING VACANCIES ON YOUR OWN,
HC TELLS MINORITY INSTITUTIONS

Holding that minority
educational institutions need
not advertise vacancies for
non-teachingstaffandtheycan
fill up the vacancies on their
own, the Madras High Court
has upheld the appointments
made by one such institution
in Coimbatore and directed
the educational authorities to
grant the approval and other
requirements.

As rightly contended by
senior counsel Isaac Mohal
Lal for the petitioner. Rule
11(4)(ii)) the Tamil Nadu
Private Colleges (Regulation)
Act, 1976 and Rules, was in
relation to the appointment
of teaching staff by the

college committee. But as
far as the Nirmala College
for Women, an autonomous
one in Coimbatore, the
committee is not required to
be constituted under Section
11 of the Act, unlike in respect
of the institutions not being
Minority institutions.

“In the absence of such
regulation, this court is
unable to countenance the
action of the educational
authorities concerned in
refusing to grant approval of
the appointments of the seven
non-teaching staff and one
lab assistant in the college.
The refusal to grant approval
for the subject appointments,

would therefore, cannot stand
the test of judicial scrutiny
and the same is liable to be
interfered with,” Justice V
Parthiban said.

The judge was allowing
two writ petitions seeking
to quash the orders of the
Joint Director of education
in Coimbatore dated August
20, 2018 refusing approval for
seven non-teaching staff and
one lab assistant and direct
him to disburse the staff
grant towards their salary
and allowances with effect
from the respective dates of
their recruitment.

(Source : The New Indian
Express, Dt : 10.9.2019)
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AADHAAR ENABLED BIOMETRIC ATTENDANCE SYSTEM FOR TEACHERS

The Director of School
Educationhasissuedacircular
for the implementation of the
directive of the Madras High
Court with regard to the
Aadhaar Enabled Biometric
Attendance System (AEBAS)
for teachers in government
and government-aided
schools.

The AEBAS was already
implemented by the School
Education Department in
high and higher secondary
governmentand government-
aided schools. When they
were planning to implement
it in primary, middle and
other government schools, a
teacher challenged it in the

high court.

Based on the court’s
verdict calling for early
implementation, the
Department reiterated its
circular to Chief Educational
Officers that they will be
taking this system forward.

(Source : The Hindu, Dt :
4.9.2019)

MATHS IN CLASS XII A MUST FOR BIOTECH COURSES

The validity of B Tech
degrees in biotechnology
earned by several thousand
graduates all these years
is in doubt, as the All India
Council for Technical
Education (AICTE) says
admission of students who
didn’t take mathematics in
Class XII is invalid under the
present rules.

The admission handbook
published by the council - the
statutory body that regulates
technical education in the
country—saysadmissiontoall
BE and B Tech courses require
physics and mathematics
as compulsory  subjects
along  with  chemistry/
biotechnology/  biology/
technical vocational subjects.
Therule was introduced as all
engineering and technology
courses have maths as a
part of their curriculum.
Yet, many colleges and
deemed universities have
been admitting students
who didn’t take up maths
in high school for B Tech
in biotechnology for more
than five years now. “As of
now admitting pure science
students is not permitted

by the council,” said AICTE
chairman AnilSahasrabudhe.
The council, however, will
have a committee to review
the eligibility criteria soon,
he said.

“Academicians have
been arguing that biology/
biotechnology in Class XII is
as essential as mathematics
forbiotechnology.So,ifmaths
is compulsory, then biology
should be compulsory as
well. But another group of
academicians say that when
students can learn basics of
biology for the course, they
should be able to learn maths
too. Any way, unless they
clear the subject in the exam
they will not get the degree,”
Sahasrabudhe said.

The council is yet to
decide whether the degrees
of students who have passed
out will be valid because
their admission itself would
be invalid. While several
courts have struck down
courses and colleges that
are invalid, senior members
in the council said they will
have to seek legal opinion
on whether the eligibility

rules can be changed with
retrospective effect.

Professors from deemed
universities offering courses
for students without mathsin
Class XII said most students
cope with maths in college
and perform well in exams.

But senior educationalists
such as Anna University
former vice-chancellor
M Anandakrishnan, who
was also former chairman
of the Indian Institute of
Technology, Kanpur, said
mathematics in engineering
combines mathematical
theory, practical engineering
and scientific computing
to address technological
challenges. “I would not
recommend any engineering
course without basic
high school mathematics.
Although there is synergy in
education with subjects such
as chemistry, physics, maths
and biology, students will be
handicapped if they don’t
know basic mathematics,”
he said.

(Source : Times of India, Dt
:28.5.2019)
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WHY DID THE MUSLIMS OF THE PAST OPEN
CHARITABLE SCHOOLS AND COLLEGES

The wealthy and the
Ulema among our elders
realized, with pain, that
majority of the muslims are
backward and poor and that
they cannot be expected to
acquire good education on
their own unless they open
madrasas, schools, colleges
and offer free education or
at comfortably affordable
cost. That is how charitable
schools and  colleges
came into being with free
education or with low and
affordable fees. Slowly the
children of backward and
poor families began to get
educated in these schools
and colleges. The progress

was very slow —slower than
the most backward classes
and even Schedule Caste
and Schedule Tribe. This
fact is recognised by the
planning commission and
the Government of India.

A recent report says
that the on-going Socio-
Economic and Caste Census
reveals that BPL(Below
Poverty Line) population
is as high as 65%. This is
with reference to general
population. We have no
reason to believe that
muslims are not that bad.
Thereforewehavetoassume
that among muslims also
65% are poor.

When such is the case
our managements running
self-financing courses are
under obligation to admit
poorer muslim students into
costly courses also. This is
possible by charging richer
student more and charging
the poorer students less — a
system of cross subsidy.

Evenif this doesnotwork
out management personal
will do well to follow the
example of our elders in the
past in going to the rescue
of the poorer students
somehow or other through
their own private funds or
by public collections.

MANAGEMENT QUOTA STUDENTS CAN'T BE CHARGED MORE

Asserting that merit
should not be given the
go-by even while making
admissions under the NRI
quota, the judges said that
the fees collected should be
used only for subsidising
education  of  students
from economically weaker
sections.

Sounding a mnote of
caution on the possibility
of medical institutions
misusing the NRI quota
to make money, the Bench
suggested that either the
Assembly could pass a law
to regulate such admissions
or the government could
issue executive instructions

on the subject.

Authoring the judgment,
Justice Saravanan said that
the need for constitution
of fee fixation committees,
headed by retired High
Court judges, in every State
and Union Territory of
the country had arisen on
account of the tendency of
private colleges to charge
exorbitant fees in their quest
to commercialise higher
education and generate
profits.

He recalled that the
Supreme Court had, in the
TM.A. Pai Foundation
case, said: “Since the object
of setting up an educational

institution is by definition
‘charitable’, it is clear that
an educational institution
cannot charge such a fee
as is not required for the
purpose of fulfilling that
object. To put it differently,
in the establishment of an
educational institution,
the object should not be
to make a profit inasmuch
as education is essentially
charitable in nature. There
can,however,beareasonable
revenue surplus which
may be generated by the
educational institution for
the purpose of development
of education and expansion
of the institution.”
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NUMBER OF CORE SUBJECTS MAY ALSO BE CUT TO THREE

According to sources, the
number of core subjects may
also be reduced to three from
the existing four.

“If a student wants to study
biology stream, he would be
given the option to take physics
and chemistry as the other two
core subjects. Likewise, if a
student wishes to take maths
stream, he could only choose
physics and chemistry as other
core subjects. It would give
clarity to students to prepare
better for competitive exams,”
an official from the school
education department told
TOL

However,school education
minister K A Sengottaiyan
denied the information late
in the evening, and said the
government would retain six
subjects for Classes XI and
XII. As per the proposal, a
student can choose subjects in
three parts while selecting the
stream. In the first part, he or
she can choose either English or
Tamil or other languages and
the second part will form three
core subjects. The third part will

again feature Tamil or other
languages or allied subjects.
“As per the proposed changes,
students can select either Tamil
as their first language or as an
optional subjectin the third part.
Tamil has not been dropped,”
officials clarified.

The proposal, however, may
give an option to the students
to complete higher secondary
education without studying
Tamil.

For Class XI CBSE students,
English is a compulsory subject
and he or she can choose four
elective subjects. They can also
opt for a sixth subject as an
optional subject. The best of
five scores will be taken as their
total marks. Andhra Pradhesh
and Telangana boards have
two languages and three core
subjects in Class XI and XII.
But activists and educationists
opposed the proposal saying it
would adversely affect interest

in Tamil language among
students.

Educationist Prince
Gajendrababu  urged  the

state government to continue
with the present system of six
subjects. “It is not fair to make
Tamil an optional subject. The
age between 16 to 18 is crucial.
The child starts to revisit its own
learning and understanding.
At this age, language plays
an important role. Learning
their own language will give
confidence and help the child to
learn other subjects better,” he
said.

P K Ilamaran, president,
Tamil Nadu Teachers
Association, said the move
would reduce the interest of
students in both the languages.
“Students from Tamil medium
may not take English and
English medium students may
not take Tamil,” he added.

Lyricist Vairamuthu said
he would meet chief minister
Edappadi K  Palaniswami
along with Tamil scholars and
organisations and urge him to
drop the proposal.

(Source : Times of India, Dt :
11.5.2019)

HC RELIEF FOR LINGUISTIC MINORITY STUDENTS

Exemption granted from
writing Tamil paper in board
examination till 2022

The Madras High Court on
Monday gave relief to students
of linguistic minorities by
granting them exemption from
writing the Tamil paper in their
class 10 board examinations till
2022.

Allowing the petitions of
several linguistic =~ minority
schools, a Bench comprising
Justices S. Manikumar, Abdul
Quddhose, and Subramonium
Prasad granted the relief.

It did not, however, quash
a government order dated
September 18, 2014 bringing all
the schools in the State under

the purview of the Tamil Nadu
Tamil Learning Act, 2006, which
makes Tamil paper compulsory
in class 10 board exam.

Compulsory from 2023

As a result, from 2023
linguistic minority students
would also have to write the
compulsory Tamil paper.

When the plea came up
for hearing, senior counsel
appearing for the schools,
M. Ravindran explained that
though a legislation making
Tamil paper compulsory was
enacted in 2006, it was brought
into force only in 2014.

The schools were informed
about the decision only in

June that year. Till 2014, the
government had not appointed
Tamil teachers in schools to
teach Tamil and only after
writ petitions were filed, the
government started appointing

Tamil teachers, Mr. Ravindran
added.

‘More time needed’

Since Tamil was completely
new to schools where the
medium of instruction was the
mother tongue of the children,
he said some more time must
be given to the institutions to
comply with the law. (Source:
The Hindu 24.09.2019)
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DEVELOPMENT MATTERS, BUT SO DOES IDENTITY

Disturbingafederalsystem
that protects the complexity
of human identities could
pave the way for conflict

Itissometimesclaimed that
once ordinary people benefit
from economic development,
they automatically set aside
issues related to their identity.
Such a view was found not
only in materialist theories
that gave explanatory
primacy in human life to
economic factors but also
among leaders of social and
political movements. Nehru,
for instance, is believed to
have assumed that as India
makes economic progress,
religious  identity = would
matter less and communal
conflict would disappear. It
seems that the government’s
claim on Jammu and Kashmir
shares the same premise.
Give Kashmiris an economic
package, prospects of more
jobs, better healthcare,
high-quality =~ consumption
goods and they will forget
their specific identity and
assimilate peacefully with the
rest of India. ‘Development’

shall trump identity.
Cultural and ethical
framework

Identity is much
misused and abused. We

misunderstandit,misconstrue
its significance, maliciously
politicise it but it refuses to go
away. Why? Undeniably, we
are biological creatures with
basic material needs. But we
are also expressive creatures,

image-builders,story-makers,
concept-inventors, and so
live in a world saturated
with images, representations,
myths, stories, and
philosophies. Over thousands
of years, multiple imaginary
worlds have been fashioned,
each of which is the collective
possession  of  different
societies. These imagined
narratives shape our material
needs, making them complex,
elaborate and distinct. All
humans do not have the same
food and sartorial preferences.
They design their dwellings
differently. They even use
their bodies and tongues
differently to communicate
with one another. In short, our
material needs, suffused with
imagination and saturated
with concepts, are filled with
intricacy and nuance.

Moreover, we have
developed non-biological
needs and dispositions. We
reflect on the world and on
ourselves. We develop a
sense of who we are. We have
implicit or explicit answers to
the question: who am I? This
is partly answered by our
culturally mediated material
needs: we are, for example,
what we eat and do not eat.
But equally important for
this answer is an ethic that
distinguishes the good from
the bad, right from wrong,
what is worth striving for
and what is not. With the
help of this, we get a sense of
where we stand in this world
and what stand we take on it.

In short, we are also defined
by our specific stand on what
happens to us after we die,
and, say, on our position
on the place of women in
society.

So we cannot live a proper
life without a framework
of culture and ethic — the
source of meaning and worth
in our lives. Nor without
other people with whom
we share this framework,
without a community. If this
identity-endowing, cultural
and ethical framework is
so crucial to each one of
us, then how can economic
development alone satisfy us?
This unsubstitutable need for
selfhood will not disappear
just because one’s biological
needs are fulfilled.

So, not only are identity-
related needs extremely
important, but these needs
are satisfied by a particular
socio-culturally informed
ethical framework. Why not
any such framework? Good
question, but one that has
a rather simple response:
we are born into a specific
framework, are initiated
into it in our childhood,
and before long, it makes
us who we are. It provides
humans with features that
define them. These form the
core that remains relatively
constant, even as everything
around changes. Moreover,
these constitutive features
matter more than anything
else. A wart on the body may
be permanent, but it won't
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matter if it is removed. But
take away fish from Bengali
cuisine and all hell will break
loose. Tagore’s songs in
middle class Bengali homes
have the same status. The
same is true of the worship
of Murugan to many Tamils;
the relic of Muhammad
in Hazratbal to Kashmiri
Muslims; the Kamakhya
temple to the Assamese.
These specific, enduring,
valuable beliefs and practices
are identity-constituting,
anchoring people in the
world, making them feel at
home, giving them succour.

All this is true. But it is
equally true that identity-
related issues invoke fear.
They are prone to being
abused. They can even
become dangerous. How
so? This happens when the
relatively enduring character
of identity begins to be
viewed as immutable and
incontestable, and derived
from a single, permanent
source. Anidentityisthenseen
as defining us categorically,
once and for all, in an all-
or-nothing manner, like
something inscribed in our
DNA. Anything that disturbs
or threatens the structure
of our socio-cultural ‘DNA’
unhinges and enflames us,
forcing us to die for it or even
to kill.

Identities in flux

These conclusions
about the nature of identity
are troublesome but not
ineluctable. First, because,
although our identity-

constituting beliefs, feelings,
values are given in childhood,
aswebecomeself-reflexive, we
frequently begin to question,
revise and even reject them.
They must endure but
don’t have to be immutable.
Second, as we grow, we
enter different groups, begin
participating in more than
onesocio-cultural framework,
develop multiple identities.
These identities move in
and out of focus depending
upon context. It is doubtful if
human beings will flourish,
perhaps even survive, if they
were entrenched exclusively
within one framework, bound
to one single, permanently
embedded identity. Third,
each of these identities is
itself derived from multiple
sources. Consider J&K. Three
thousand years ago, like the
rest of the north-western
region that includes Pakistan
and Afghanistan, Kashmiri
culture was Vedic. It then
probablyacquiredalayerfrom
Greek settlers and definitively
from the teachings of Buddha.
By the middle of the 1st
millennium CE, it imbibed
a strong strain of Shaivism.
Later highly syncretic Sufi
currents entered and still later,
large chunks from modern
Islam. Kashmiri identity is a
palimpsest that unfolds like a
peeled onion, layer by layer.
It would be absurd to reduce
it simplistically to monoliths
like ‘Hindu’ or ‘Islamic’. These
are useful simplifications in
ideological or political battles
but half-truths, even lies. The
core of Kashmiri identity is a

complex compound, flowing
from multiple sources, not
reducible to a simple, single
element. What’s more, this is
true of every regional identity
in India, of Indian identity
in general, indeed, of every
group identity in the world.

What is the political
implication of these
observations? Modern socio-
economic conditions require
states to take care not only of
people’s material welfare but
also their identities. But these
conditions also foster ethno-
nationalisms that insist on one
state for every monocultural
identity. Deep down this is
a lie, because it defies the
intricacies of human cultures.
So, is there a viable modern
political system that protects
the complexity of human
identities and mitigates their
rough, violent edges? There
is. A decent federal system
that allows a great deal of
political autonomy to distinct
cultural groups, protects
important common (national)
interests and enables fruitful
encounter of regional cultures
does that. Disturbing this
federal arrangement for the
sake of a simplistic idea of
unity is not a smart thing to
do. At worse, it paves the
way for prolonged conflict
that endangers development.
Paradoxically, then, we
might well be undercutting
development in the very
name of development.

(Source : The Hindu, Dt :
4.9.2019)
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500 TEACHERS IN TAMIL NADU GET NOTICE FOR MESSING

More than 500 teachers
have been issued notices for
sloppy evaluation of the state
board Class XII exam papers
in which a student, who scored
72 out of 100, was given only
27 marks and another student
who scored 81 got only 57
because of errors in totalling.

TheTamilNaduDirectorate
of Government Examinations
issued the notices after many
such errors came to light
during the retotalling and
revaluation process. “Due to
errors in totalling, there were
great variations of marks,”
a teacher who was part of
the revaluation process told
TOI. The DGE released the
revaluation and retotalling
results on Monday.

Those in the dock were
chief examiners, scrutiny

UP CLASS XII RESULTS

officers and mark verification
officers whose job was to catch
errors in evaluation. Some
had different numbers for
pagewise and questionwise
marks.

“Their duty is to prevent
errors during the evaluation.
But, they could not spot
the errors. We will seek
explanations from them,” said
D Vasundradevi, director of
government exams.

Teachers said many of the
mistakes were in evaluating
and totalling the biology
answer scripts as two teachers
— one for botany and another
one for zoology — corrected
them.

Around 25,000 teachers
evaluated 60 lakh answer
scripts at 72 evaluation camps
set up across the state this

year. “The exams were over by
March 19 and evaluation was
completed as early as April
10. Of the 50,000 students who
sought copies of their answer
scripts, 4,500 applied for
revaluation,” an official said.
And more than 30% of the
cases saw a difference of up to
10 marks this year.

District educational officers
who acted as camp officers
for the evaluation camp,
however, claimed the number
of mistakes was coming down
every year. “Due to strict
action by DGE, the errors have
actually reduced. The number
of answer scripts given to the
teachers also has been brought
down from 15 papers in a
session to 12 papers,” one of
them said.

(Source : Times of India, Dt :
28.5.2019)

CLASS 11 STUDENTS GET FLEXIBILITY IN CHOICE OF SUBJECTS

Children allowed to leave
out math or biology

Higher secondary course
programmes will offer students
a choice of taking either five
subjects or six subjects.

Students who join Class
11 will be allowed to choose a
cluster of core subjects from the
2020-2021 academic year.

In an order, the School
Education Department said that
students could either choose to
study only five subjects from
the next academic year in class
11 and 12 or opt for six subjects,
if they wish to study an extra
subject.

The subjects are divided into
three parts — Part I - language;
Part II - English; are mandatory.
In Part III - students must select

three core subjects, in tune
with the combinations that the
department has listed.

The students who wish to
study medicine or allied health
courses if they wish, can leave
out mathematics and study
only five subjects. Students
aspiring for engineering can
omit biology.

Those who opt for five
subjects will take exams for 500
marks and those taking four
core subjects will appear for
six exams each for 100 marks.
Similar combinations have been
specified for arts and vocational
streams.

Teachers welcome move

The Tamil Nadu Teachers
Association welcomed the
move and said that it was a

step in the right direction to
ensure students channelled
their focus on the core subjects
they were interested in. “While
the move is a well thought
out, there needs to be focus on
teacher training and the content
that students will study. The
syllabus was revamped for a
majority of classes this year
and more attention needs to
be given to implementing
teacher training before changes
are brought in for assessment
and examination methods,”
said K.R. Nandhakumar, State
general secretary, T.N. Nursery
Primary Higher Secondary
Matriculation and CBSE Schools
Association.

(Source: The
20.09.2019)

Hindu
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EDUCATION DEPT. STREAMLINES PARTICIPATION OF NGOS

CIRCULAR AUTHORISES HM TO PERMIT INTERVENTION TO IMPROVE LEARNING OUTCOMES

Attempting to streamline
the participation of NGOs in
improvinglearning outcomes
of students in government
schools and corporates’
role in developing school
infrastructure, the Director of
School Education (DSE) has
issued a circular authorising
the headmasters to permit
such intervention of NGOs/
volunteers in improving
learning outcomes.

The DSE’s direction came
after it was brought to its
notice that a few reputable
NGOs/ volunteershad towait
indefinitely for permission
from Chief Educational
Officers or higher officials to
work in government schools
toenhancelearning outcomes
without any financial
commitment on part of the
school.

“In order to simplify the
procedure,ithasbeendecided

to authorise the headmasters
concerned to permit such
NGOs/ volunteers after
satisfying himself/ herself
about the utility of such
intervention in improving
learning outcomes. Such
interventions may include
remedial teaching, deputing
volunteers, counselling,
sports activities, health check
up etc,” the DSE stated in a
circular issued on Monday.

The headmasters are to
keep the Chief Educational
Officers informed about such
interventions so that they can
also verify the genuineness
of the work by such NGO0s/
volunteers. “Similarly, any
activity under Corporate
Social Responsibility (CSR)
may be permitted by
themselves under intimation
to the Chief Education
Officer/ District Educational
Officer.

The  circular further
specified that the proposed
activity by the NGOs should
form part of curricular or
extra-curricular activity
in schools and should not
disturb schedule of the day-
to-day learning and teaching
activities. Any examination
schedule of the school /
department should not be
disturbed by the proposed
activity and it should not
affect the student’s health
and well being, it stated.
All the tools and teaching
material used should be
approved by the authorities.
The DSE also instructed Chief
Educational Officers and
District Educational Officers
to review the activities
conducted by the NGOs/
volunteers during their visit
to schools.

(Source The Hindu

19.09.2019)

NEW DIRECTIVE FOR LANGUAGE PAPERS

The School Education
Department has announced
that students will have a
paper each for English and
Language subjects in the
SSLC examinations for the
2019-20 academic year.

So far, students have had
two papers — Paper 1 and
Paper 2 — each for language
and English subjects.

The decision was taken
after the Directorate of
Government Examinations
called for a single, combined
paper stating that it would

be less stressful for both
students and teachers.
Students, schools and teacher
associations  have  been
asking for a combined paper,
according to a government
order from Pradeep Yadav,
School Education secretary.

The department has said
thatalthough students would
write a combined paper, they
would ensure that the quality
of assessment would not
decrease and that the exam
would be comprehensive
and concise.

With only two exams
instead of four for languages,
teachers would be able to
spend more time teaching
and helping students instead
of corrections. The exam
schedule too would become
shorter and students would
be less stressful Officials said
it would also save nearly
three crore sheets of paper.

(Source: The Hindu

15.09.2019)
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with copy space and selective
focus.

Indoor head and shoulder
imageofahappy Asianteenage
girl student with long hair
wearing denim shirt balancing
the stack of books on her head
and looking at camera with
her hands up. She is confident
for her upcoming university or
high school exams as she has
prepared herself by studying
hard. Horizontal composition
with copy space and selective
focus.

more-in

It's Board exam time
and you have to deal with
advice on managing stress.
A lighthearted look at which
ones really work

Every year, around this
time, experts tend to weigh
in on how to manage exam
stress. I too am an expert (at
getting stressed out), so I feel
I am well qualified to write
about this topic.

There are no new tips or
tricks thatI canteach youabout
how to beat stress (and if there
were, I would find a hundred
different ways to monetise
them by now). However, what
I can do is review some of the
oft-suggested tips and allow

TWEAK THE TIPS

you to be the judge of what
works best for you.

PS: This article is a five-
minute read at least; so,
congratulations; if you're
trying to procrastinate, you're
off to a good start!

Healthy eating: Cutting
out junk from your diet and
remaining well-hydrated
are good practices to follow,
regardless of whether you
have exams going on, or not.
However, exam time is also
when you tend to feel quite
sorry for yourself, so you
definitely need the odd ice
cream to get you through
the week. Since this tip
sounds great on paper but is
practically difficult to follow,
I award it 3/5 stars.

Taking regular breaks
with rewards at the end: This
is hard to follow, if you have
a poor sense of discipline
when it comes to resuming
work after a break, or limiting
rewards so that you don’t
overdose on them (helloooo
ice cream). I have found it
to be more effective to take
a break once I achieve a goal
(for instance, completing a
chapter or solving a difficult
problem), rather than making
it periodic (breaking every
hour, regardless of what
progress has been made). The
reward tastes sweeter, and
not just because it's Nutella-
flavoured. Since it involves
rewards, this tip gets 4/5
stars.

Exercise regularly: Again,
one of those good habits
that don’t really require

a special event like exam
prep as a reason to spring to
life. Exercise is an effective
procrastination activity that
is also good for your physical
and mental well-being. What
more could you want? That is
a solid 5/5 for me.

Planning your work:
Setting realistic goals and
ensuring that you prioritise
your work, seem like blatantly
obvious things to do when
prepping year after year this
is featured as a mind-blowing
“tip” (probably because few
of us are actually good at
setting realistic goals). In
a twist to the usual hastily
scribbled plan, you could
consider “journalling”. Of
late, this hobby is enjoying
some popularity as a way to
relieve stress. So, if you are
creatively inclined, try making
time for it. Use your break to
draw up intricate plans (check
out Pinterest for inspiration
on bullet journalling), write
about what’s on your mind,
doodle or even pen a poem.

By itself, I give planning
2/5 stars because it does
nothing to ease stress levels
(apart from giving me a false
sense of security of having my
life in order). However, with
journaling thrown into the
mix, the stress relief is more
prominent; so 3.5/5 stars.

Talk to someone: Breaks
spent on watching TV or
catching up on social media
are the kind I regret, because
I am left with a feeling of
dissatisfaction at not having
fully enjoyed the time off. I
thenstartstressingoutovernot
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optimising my use of break-
times (it is a vicious cycle). To
avoid all this, it is best to talk
to friends (not the ones who
stress you out even further).
This is far more enjoyable,
and allows you to “live in the
moment”. 5/5 stars; interact
with other humans whenever
you get the chance.

Practice mindfulness:
Mindfulness meditation and
breathing  exercises have
helped many people with
managing stress. Apps such
as Headspace and Calm
have quick and easy guided
programmes  that  allow

you to dip your toes into
meditation without having to
shave your head and relocate
to Dharamshala. 4/5 stars (I
would have given it a 5, but
as with all habits, this one too,
takes a while to form).

Pursue hobbies: If you
enjoy playing a sport, continue
to do so; just reduce the time
you dedicate to it. If you
enjoy reading or calligraphy,
schedule time for this as
well. Don’t turn your world
upside down just because it is
exam time. 4/5 stars, because
it is good to have a spot of

normalcy in an otherwise
abnormal daily routine that
just involves studying.

Regardless of which of the
above tips you find helpful,
remember to put things in
perspective. Exams are just
one part of your life. They
don’t define who you are and
who you become tomorrow,
unless you give them that
kind of power. Good luck for
your studies, and know that
there is light at the end of the
tunnel.

(Source : The Hindu, Dt :

18.02.2019)

ACTIVISTS, ACADEMICIANS DEMAND WITHDRAWAL

They say it goes against
federal structure of the
Constitution

Sections of activists and
academicians have urged
the Central government to
completely withdraw the draft
National Education Policy
(NEP) as it goes against the
provisions of the Constitution
and the principles of social
justice.

The State Platform for
Common  School System-
Tamil Nadu (SPCC-TN), in its
representation to the Union
Minister for Human Resource
Development, argued that
the draft NEP was against
the federal structure of the
Constitution, which was
unequivocally backed by B.R.
Ambedkar and subsequently
upheld by judgments of
Supreme Court.

P.B. Prince Gajendra Babu,

OF DRAFT NEP
general secretary, SPCC-TN,

said the Supreme Court in the
Kesavananda Bharati versus
State of Kerala case confirmed
that federalism is a feature
of the basic structure of the
Constitution that cannot be
altered. He said the formation
of Rashtriya Shiksha Aayog
(RSA) or National Education
Commission (NEC), proposed
in the policy, clearly violated
this by centralising all the
powers. “The sole foundation
of draft NEP is to transfer
education from Concurrent
list of the Constitution to
Union list and the powers to
regulate universities from
State list to Union list,” the
representation said.

The Tamil Nadu wing of
the All India Save Education
Committee  (AISEC) also
expressed similar concerns
and demanded thewithdrawal
of the draft policy.

Apart from condemning
the centralisation of
powers, AISEC objected to
prioritisation of vocational
educationtogeneraleducation.
It objected to the proposals
to bring anganwadis under
the formal school system,
formation of school complexes
and bringing semester system
of exams in schools.

Both  SPCC-TN  and
AISEC said the draft NEP, if
implemented, would certainly
lead to complete privatisation
of education and closure of
government-run institutions.
Condemning the attempt to
impose Hindi and Sanskrit,
they observed that the stress
on ‘India-centric” in the policy
went against the idea of ‘Unity
in Diversity” in the country.

(Source : The Hindu, Dt :
19.8.2019)
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WHY LANGUAGE MATTERS

Asthe particularlanguage
we learn constitutes us and
our world, our relationship
with it has to be deep

The recent emotional
outburst by Tamil speakers
against the perceived threat
of Hindi being imposed on
them compels us to ask:
why does language matter
so much to us? Why are
we deeply attached to a
particular language? Why
do we identify with it so
strongly?

According to one theory of
the nature and importance of
language, it is an instrument
by which we describe the
world outside it. We have
ideas in our heads, and
language, consisting of signs
— marks or sounds — is
needed only to communicate
these ideas to others. Our
mental representations are
private, but become public
once words are used to
designate them. We convey
our thoughts to others in and
through words. If this is the
only function of language
— to designate, describe
and communicate things
and thoughts that exist
independently of it, in order
to make them public — why
would anybody be attached
to a particular language?
Can’t this job be performed
by any language?

So, this account fails to
explain our deep attachment

to a particular language, our
mother tongue. It doesn’t
explain  the  emotional
intensity with which people
fight for their own language.
Is there an account of
language that can?

Objects and relations

The ‘constitutive theory’
by the great philosopher
Charles Taylor does.
According to this theory,
pre-linguistic humans had
already begun to express
themselves, but when they
became language users, they

changed fundamentally.
Language helped them
articulate explicitly ~what

was earlier somewhat vague
and inchoate. It changed
the nature of their thought.
Language makes certain
features of an entity more
salient than others, pushes
some into the background,
while foregrounding others.
As we fix our attention
only on some features, we
draw boundaries, make
distinctions, no matter how
rough, fluid or porous. We
contrast them with other
things. To take a simple
example from the English
language, when we sit at
a table, we use a material
object with a flat top with
one or more legs that serves
a range of purposes such
as eating, writing, meeting,
and so on, and different
from, say, a bench or a stool

that might look similar but
fulfils different purposes.
These particular purposes
and activities are part of
the meaning of the term
table’, crucial to learning
how to use it. None of this
is possible without a certain
kind of reflective, focussed
awareness which literally
brings into existing a piece of
wood as a table. So, the word
‘table” brings a new thought,
anew social object and a new
set of activities into being.
Without that term or its
equivalents, the sociocultural
object, table, would not exist.
It is in this sense that words,
thought and the world are
constitutively linked.

Just as the objects that
surround us are linguistically
constituted, so too are our
relations with one another.
For instance, learning the
use of the word “teacher” and
‘student’ is to learn a whole
gamut of social relations
crucial to the practice and
institution of education. It
also helps constitute how
those performing these roles
(teachers and students ) may
stand in relation to each
other — formal or informal,
friendly or  withdrawn,
casual or serious, and so
on. Furthermore, language
constitutes not only a web of
power-laden or power-free
social relationships but also
new emotions. For example,
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anger experienced by non-
linguistic animals is different
from indignation which
depends on a grasp of what
is just and unjust. To admire
someone is more than just
being attracted to her; it is to
see her as having exceptional
virtues or achievements. We
don’t just desire things or
are repulsed by them but
also evaluate, by a standard,
which desires are worthy
and which among all worthy
entities are of even higher
worth. This recognition of a
standard, of the distinction
between correct and
incorrect, morally right
and wrong, a specifically
human characteristic, is also
constituted by language.
In sum, unlike the purely
physical, chemical or
biological world, the human
world is word-laden, shot
through with language. We
are, as Professor Taylor puts
it, language animals, living in
a dimension in which other
animals do not, the linguistic
dimension.

The attachment to one
language

Another  feature  of
language to which the
constitutive theory draws

our attention is its strong
communitarianism. Word-
meaning is created and
recreated in speech, in
conversation and dialogue
with others. It follows that
a language would not exist
or grow without a speech

community, a community
of language wusers. So,
Tamil is sustained by and
grows within the specific
community of Tamil
speakers, so also Bengali or
Hindi. And it is not just the
speech community which
shapes and creates language,
but language which
constitutes and sustains the
speech community. Since
thousands of languages exist
and are nourished by its
speakers, different linguistic
vocabularies imply different
ways of constituting and
experiencing the world; each

having different feelings,
concerns, sensibilities,
aspirations and so on.

Language makes us what we
are. Specific languages make
us the specific creatures that
we are.

So, our own language
matters to us because it
constitutes us and our
world, our own specific
way of being in the world.
Language makes us at home
in the world. In a manner
of speaking, we dwell
comfortably only in our own
particular languages.

Because the particular
language welearn constitutes
us and our world, our
relationship with it simply
has to be very deep. And
we all feel a special bond
with all those who speak the
same language. Just imagine
the alienation of, say, a rural

Tamil speaker who lands
unprepared in American
English-speaking Texas,
and imagine equally his
relief and elation if he ever
finds a Tamil-speaker there!
Fifty years ago, Tamilians
probably felt similarly in
Punjab!

So, the constitutive theory
explains the deep attachment
people have to particular
languages. It explains why,
when a particular set of
language-speakers fear a
threat to their language, they
respond with indignation.
They fight to defend it.

What does not follow,
however, is that languages
are self-contained entities.
Instead, they are, as the
sociologist Steven Lukes puts
it, “clusters or assemblages
of heterogeneous elements
with  varying  origins”,
dynamic constellations in a
moving galaxy, intermixing,
borrowing from one another,
being shaped and in turn
shaping one another. The
demand for purity is an
enemy of language growth
and innovation. Consider the
Sanskrit term ‘puja’. It has
been suggested that it may
have not Indo-European but
Dravidian roots deriving
from the Tamil word ‘pu’
for flowers. How many of
us know the Sanskrit word
‘“Veda’, or ‘vid’, is linked
to ‘wit” and ‘witness’, the
English “daughter” to dugdha
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(milk), or ‘free’ linked
etymologically to Sanskrit
‘preeta’ (love)? Languages
which now seem radically
distinct from each other
have evolved together over
a long, interconnected global
history.

One
the ease

must remember
and dedication

with which people born in
one linguistic community
embrace languages different
from their own. Indeed, we
can be attached to more than
one language. Just think
of the Hebrew/English-
speaking Indologist David
Shulman’s love for Tamil
and Telugu. Not to speak of
the passionate bilinguality of

good translators. So, while
deep attachment to one’s
language is understandable,
the pathological obsession
with which people defend
its purity, uniqueness and
superiority is unwarranted,
pathetic and unforgivable.

(Source : The Hindu, Dt :

11.6.2019)

RECRUITMENT OF 25K ASST PROFS THROUGH INTERVIEW COPS FLAK

In one of the biggest
employment drives, the
Teachers Recruitment Board
(TRB) issued notification
to take in 2,340 assistant
professors for government
arts and science colleges and
colleges of education across
the state.

The candidates  will
be awarded marks for
experience and qualification
and after verification of
certificates will be called for
an interview that carries 10
marks. Experience carries a
maximurn of 15 marks and
qualification carries 9 marks.

But, the notification for
the post with a payscale of
57,000-n ,82,400 has attracted
criticism as the recruitment
will be based on an interview
and not on the basis of a test.
Candidates are also sore
about a candidate with PhD
being awarded 9 marks,
while those with MPhil and
NET/SLET/SET getting
just 6 marks and those
with PG and NET/SET/

SLET qualification getting 5
marks.

“The qualification for
assistant professors is NET/
SLET/SET or PhD. While
both are the minimum
eligibility criteria, awarding
more marks to PhD is not
a correct move,” said A R
Nagarajan, adviser, NET/
SLET Association. Despite a
Madras high court direction
that all recruitments be based
on exa ms, this drive was
being based on interviews
that could be manipulated,
he added. Some candidates
said awarding 15marks for
expe rience could lead to
people fudging documents.

When contacted, a
TRB official said the not
ification was issued as
per a government order.
“Conducting  recruitment
based on interview is a
policy decision of the state
gover nment. The board
cannot interfere,” the official
said. The board has deci ded
to initiate criminal action

against the candidates and
counter signing authority in
case of a fake certificate being
submitted.

V.  Thangaraj, state
president of Tamil Nadu
Government Colleges Guest
Lecturers Association, said
some parts of the notification
need more clarity. “There is
no preference given for guest
lecturers. The board had sa
id candidates submitting
experience certificates while
doing full-time courses or
full-time PhD will not be
considered, but did not
specify whether a candidate
will get six marks if he
goes in for part-time MPhil
after securing NET or SLET
qualification,” he said.

A TRB official said any
candidate with grievance can
approachtheboard withvalid
court orders and guidelines.
“The board will consider it if
they have proper documents
to support their claim,” the
official added. (Source: Times
of India 29.08.2019)
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PARENTS TO FEE PANEL: PROTECT OUR IDENTITY

Many  parents  were
reluctant to approach the
committee as it cannot accept
anonymous complaints.

Parents want the
government to empower
the Private Schools Fee

Determination Committee to
receive and act on anonymous
complaints related to schools
demanding fees higher than
that stipulated. The committee
is a standing quasi-judicial
body, which can receive only
signed petitions from parents.

As a result, parents scared
of facing backlash hesitate to
file a complaint, even if they
are asked to pay more. One
such parent, Arumugam,
approached the panel with the
feedepositreceiptofhisward’s
school. The institution had
been charging Rs 15,000 over
stipulated amount per year,
he claimed. “I provided a copy
of the receipt and the school
circular to the panel, with a
request to black out my child’s
name to protect her identity.
However, they refused to do

so, and a complaint was not
filed,” he added.

T Kumaran, another parent
from Chennai, said that they
must be able to seek justice
for their children while still
protecting their identity. The
fee determination committee,
however, does not have the
authority to act on anonymous
complaints or take suo-
moto cognizance on matters.
“The Tamil Nadu Schools
(Regulation of Collection of
Fee) Act, 2009 (Tamil Nadu Act

22 of 2009) does not have the
provision that allows it to act
on anonymous complaints,”
a Justice TV Masilamani, the
chairman of the committee
and a retired High Court
Judge told Express.

“Like any other standing
committee, it can only act
on signed complaints. We
hear both the petitioner and
the respondent and rule
accordingly,” he said. A senior
officer from the committee
said that he has refused to take
many complaints because the
complainant wanted to hide
their identity.

The Tamil Nadu State
Commission for Protection
of Child Rights (SCPCR), for
example has received a total of
425 complaints against various
schools since 2017, most of
which were anonymous. Of
the total, 298 were in relation
to the implementation of
Right to Education (RTE)
Act across the State, said
MP Nirmala, Chairperson,
SCPCR explaining that many
complaints were related to,
“schools over-charging fees
over stipulated value, denial
of hall tickets of certificates
because of fee payment due.”

She said that schools still
continue to demand fee from
students admitted under the
RTE Act if the government has
not disbursed funds. “They
promise students that they
will refund the money once
the government gives it,” she
said.

The SCPCR however, can

only forward the complaints
to the school education
department and the fee
determination committee.
Nirmala said that many
parents come forward to
complaint only because of
the provision of anonymity.
Further, the fee determination
committee can also determine
fees for a school, only if a
school appears in front of the
committee as demanded by
the The Tamil Nadu Schools
(Regulation of Collection of
Fee) Act, 2009.

The committee has fixed
the fee for only about 15,000
schools in the State providing
scope for thousands of private
schools to exploit parents.
Justice Chandru, a former
judge of the Madras High
Court, said that while the
committee cannot assume any
power not specified by the Act
and act on its own will, it can,
“determine fees for a school
based on available information
or reject all fees collected by
schools that have not appeared
before the committee.”

He further added
that empowering the fee
determination comimittee

through legislation to receive
anonymous complaints will
onlytranslatetolimitedchange,
however, strengthening a
separate enforcement team,
which can hold schools
accountable even through
anonymous complaints, will
be more efficient, he said.

(Source : The New Indian
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MANAGEMENTS SHOULD KEEP RAISING THE IMAGE
OF TEACHERS OTHERWISE LAST REFUGE OF THE

Imaginative teachers
adapt altemate approaches
and help students learn
through guided exercises,
writes educator Edamana
Prasad Oscar Wildonce told
the world about the dark
side of being consistent-
“consistencyisthelastrefuge
of the wunimaginative.” It
is a fact that teachers and
teaching, across the globe, are
consistent in several aspects.
Is teaching becoming the
refuge of the unimaginative?
There are concerns over
being ‘overtly consistent’ in
teaching, a behaviourthat has
been followed for decades.
Teachers can be ‘inconsistent’
in teaching , not by habit, but
by choice. This messagecould
be puzzling ifone does not get
the perspective.

COVER EVERYTHING

Most teachers are primarily
concerned about completing
the syllabus by the end of the
semester. Since a majority of
the teachers are duty-bound,
they manage to complete the
syllabus before the semester
ends. Teachers are aware that
an emphasis on completing
the syllabus alone is not likely
to have a positive impact on
students” learning. There is
an urgent need to address
this issue, especially in the
higher education sector where
deep learning is envisaged
equiredbyvariouseducational
programmes; yet,

UNIMAGINATIVE
peripherallearning is
the ground reality due
to the ‘content covering’
phenomenon.
LECTURE

We have forlong

beentaughtthroughlectures,
and that is the method the
world is familiarwith.Most
teachers are reluctant to
be imaginative to try out
different methods. Majority of
the teachers honestly believe
that their lectures on the
topics will help the students
to become experts on the
topic. Conversely, a lecture-
based method makes learners
‘familiar’ with the content
and familiarity should not be
mistakenfor expertise.

Evaluation vs Assessment

A large fraction of
teachers in higher education
are unaware of the difference
between  evaluation and
assessment and hence fail to
figure out the impact of the
latter in learning. Evaluation
involves quantification of
learning (in terms of marks
or grades) whereas formative
assessment involves
qualitativefeedbacktolearners,
helping them self-regulate
their learning. The advantages
of formative assessment are
: (1) it encourages the learner
to learn from their mistakes,
and (2) establishes cycles of
feedback loop between the
teacher and the student in

terms of content learning.
While evaluation is a vital
component of course-based
education, undermining the
scope of formative assessment
is another consistent form of
teaching.

BEING AN IMAGINATIVE
TEACHER

Imaginative teachers adapt
alternate  approaches for
teaching. Such teachers focus
on helping the students learn
through guided exercises |,
along with repeated feedback
loops. There are a number of
Research-Based Instructional
Strategies (RBIS) available in
educational research, which
can provide initial guidelines
to teachers for developing
their imaginative approach.
Teachers in the higher
education sector need to be
aware and equipped for the
change. Focussed efforts are
needed to develop expertise
among them to conduct classes
with a variety of instructional
methods. In order to achieve
this, the country needs a
well defined teacher training
programme. Or else, teachers
will continue to be consistent
and unimaginative.

(The authoris a professor at
the Depertment of Chemistry,
head of Teaching Learning
Centre, IIT Madras)
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Ammanankuppam Village, Railway Station Road, Gudiyatham - 635803.
Tel : 04171 - 220528 Fax : 04171 - 222428

E-mail : leathers@habeebtanning.com. Website : www.habeebtanning.com
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ADMINISTRATION FOOTWEAR DIVISION SHOE DIVISION CHENNAI FOOTWEAR
DIVISION

S.Beedi Complex, Ammanakuppam Village # 3/1, Jamalia Nagar
Gudiyatham - 632 602 Gudiyatham - 632 803 Chennai - 600 012

+91-44-2662 5045 Fax : 04171 - 221528 Fax : 04171 -227828 Fax : +91-44-26622283

Email : info@habeebtanning.com/htc@vsnl.com  Email : shoeuppers@habeebtanning.com  Email : shoes@habeebtanning.com  E,mail : htc.cfwd@habeebtanning.com

Website

: www.habeebtanning.com
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K. H. GROUP OF SCHOOLS

(Managed & Maintained by K. H. Foundations)

K. H. MATRIC. BOYS HR. SEC. SCHOOL
THEN NANDIYALAM - 632 517
VELLORE DISTIRCT
(Recognised by the Govt. of Tamil Nadu)
(Govt. Approved Muslim Minority school)
Phone: 04172 — 266704, 266705
Email :khboys.school@ gmail.com
Web : khschools.net

K. H. MATRIC GIRLS HR. SEC. SCHOOL
MELVISHARAM — 632509
VELLORE DISTRICT
(Recognised by the Govt. of Tamil Nadu)
(Govt. Approved Muslim Minority School)
Phone: 04172 — 266006
Email: khgirls.school@ gmail.com
Web :www.khschools.net
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